Normalization and integration: a look at the Swedish experience.
Quality service provision is seen as an integral and essential element of the normalization effort in Sweden. Results of the present study suggest that Sweden's well-developed system of comprehensive services and support for individuals with mental retardation ensures a level of security and material well-being that allows these people to live and function within society-at-large. Considered in relation to Nirje's (1980) elaboration of integration as it pertains to normalizing the life conditions of persons with mental retardation, functional and physical integration are clearly evident in many community settings. At the same time, other indicators of integration, such as social relations and association with people without mental retardation, suggest that social integration continues to challenge the community living endeavors in Sweden in much the same way as it does in North America.